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VSN Prefix Assignment
for Tape Labels
This form should be signed by or mailed from the spokesperson or offline

Liaison of an experiment or head or group leader of a lab organizational

Unit.  You can copy and email the form to compdiv@fnal.gov, FAX to 630-840-2783,

mail to Compdiv MS 120, or take it to the Computing Division, Wilson Hall 8 East.

Name:

Experiment/Group name:

Spokesperson or Dept/group head:

Phone:

E-mail address:

Prefix(s) preferred* (optional):

Date:

                    Current Policy for Tape VSNs

The volume serial number (VSN) identifies a reel of tape to the operators

and may be up to six characters in length.  If you want the tape to be used

only temporarily, any VSN label is allowed (that does not conflict with

labels assigned to other users for vaulting).  However, if you want a tape

to be vaulted, a six-character VSN of a certain format is required.  The

Computing Division assigns user groups pairs of letters which occupy the

first two character positions of a VSN.  Previously, users were restricted

to numerics in the other four positions.  In order to allow more

flexibility, the tape system has been modified to allow you to use

(most)alphabetic characters in the third and fourth positions.  (The

characters I and O have been forbidden so that operators do not confuse

them with 1 and 0.   This VSN must be written on a sticker on the reel

along with the experiment number or lab organizational unit.

In other words, the allowed form now has in the first two positions

alphabetic characters assigned by the Computing Division, plus one to two

alphanumeric characters that you assign, plus a numeric index.  Assuming

The Computing Division has assigned XN your group, examples of

valid VSNs are:  XNAB00 (this has a range of 100 tapes, 00-99), XNA000

(this one has a range of 1000 tapes, 000-999), XN0000 (range of 10000,

0000-9999).  

The number of tapes that a particular experiment can vault and the

Retention period is spelled out in the Tape Retention Policy documented

In MR0002 available from the Computing Division Librarian.
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